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Welcome to Miserden Primary School. 
We welcome families from the village of Miserden, its surrounding 
villages and hamlets and those further afield who appreciate this unique 
hidden gem.  Miserden School offers all the value of a friendly, traditional 
village school whilst providing a broad range of opportunities within and 
beyond the curriculum. We welcome children from all backgrounds into 
our family atmosphere where children learn the value of working and 
playing together. They make an active contribution to decisions about 
the school and enjoy expanding their understanding of the world safely 
and securely.

The staff and governors of Miserden are excited about the school’s 
future. We are ambitious as a school and are continually building on the 
phenomenal successes of recent years. We are committed to keeping the 
traditions of our school community alive while continually moving forward 
to provide children with the opportunities and skills they will need in an 
ever-advancing world.

This prospectus can only give a flavour of the values, style and activities 
of the school. We invite you to find out more by visiting or asking specific 
questions. We expect you to look at several schools in order to determine 
what is the right decision for your child. If you believe Miserden offers 
the right mix of ambition, opportunity, care and 
individuality then we look forward to welcoming 
you into our school family; we are confident 
that we provide a unique, excellent 
learning experience so that your child 
eventually leaves us as a happy, 
skilled and confident individual.

It IS A 
trAdItIonAL 

vILLAGe  
SchooL wIth  

a Great  
Family 

atmosphere

We will be delighted to show you around 
and answer queries by email or telephone.  
Tel: 01285 821463   
Email: admin@miserden.gloucs.sch.uk 
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miserden 
school is 

conveniently 
situated on the 

edGe oF the 
picturesque 

miserden villaGe 
AMonGSt the 
woodS And 

fIeLdS of the 
MISerden eStAte



We have been 
thrilled with our 

children’s short time at 
Miserden and it has been 
very positive experience 
for us so far. Thank you 
for the opportunity for  
the children to come  

and join in with  
Miserden school

choosinG  
the riGht 

school For 
your child 

IS one of the 
MoSt IMPortAnt 
decISIonS thAt 
you ever hAve  

to MAke

Vision, Mission and Values p6
Our Curriculum p8
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Parents and Carers p14
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‘the 
distinctiveness 

and 
eFFectiveness 

oF miserden as 
a church oF 

enGland school 
are outstandinG’ 

siams inspection 2014
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Our viSiOn...
is a school that creates a rich, caring and high quality 
teaching environment where children are given every 
opportunity to maximise their full potential and 
achieve their dreams, where they learn to celebrate 
their own worth and grow into responsible citizens of 
the 21st century. 

Our MiSSiOn...
Striving, Learning, Excelling,
Guided by Faith 
the governors and staff of the school work with 
children, parents and carers and in partnership with other 
bodies (such as the church, our neighbours and other 
schools) to achieve our vision. Our Mission is to:

•	 provide a safe, secure and well-managed 
environment

•	 build an atmosphere of mutual respect, tolerance, 
care and personal responsibility

•	 create an inspirational environment where effort, 
achievement and good behaviour are valued and 
rewarded

•	 offer high quality teaching and pastoral care to ensure 
children progress academically, emotionally, socially, 
creatively, physically and spiritually

•	 support children to grow in confidence and 
positive self-regard, able to take advantage of 
opportunities

Our valuES...
Our Mission is built on the strong foundations 
of Christian values with a respect and interest 
in other faiths, a belief in equal opportunities 
regardless of background or position.

Our actions and decisions as a school are 
guided by these fundamentals and by specific 
values of:

Hope
Service
Forgiveness
Justice
Compassion
Truthfulness

viSiOn, MiSSiOn
And vALueS The support and 

care my children are 
given is second 

to none, many thanks 
to all members  

of staff.

parents are 
Greatly valued 
as partners in 

their children’s 
education 
oFsted, nov. 2014

we believe 
in strivinG, 

learninG and 
excellinG, 
Guided by 

FaithOur children and staff work in  
partnership to be SMarT:

Super Safe
Marvellous Manners
awesome attitude
real respect
Terrific Trying
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Our CurriCuLuM

Purposeful
resourceful
adaptable
interdependent
Self-aware
Evaluative

PuPil vOiCE 
We employ the learning tool PRAISE 
in order to promote life-long skills and 
encourage children to feel confident in 
their own abilities to learn. Children are 
supported to understand and practically 
explore the meanings of the PRAISE words 
and apply them to their learning.

Children are given opportunities to work 
independently and within small and large groups. 
They are encouraged to evaluate their performance, 
reflecting and expressing their ideas and developing an awareness of 
their strengths & areas for improvement.

At Miserden we believe in the importance of involving children directly 
in the design and delivery of the wider curriculum. We work to the new 
National Curriculum with contributions from children regarding what 
they know and key questions they would like to investigate. Our teaching 
style incorporates effective assessment of strategies, continually building 
on children’s knowledge. We also value participation from parents and 
members of the wider community to enrich learning experiences.

Key to our strategy of children’s involvement is our School Council. 
Each year group has an elected representative who is given specific 
responsibilities to help in leading our school forward. They work with the 
head teacher and governor representatives to generate ideas for school 
improvement priorities, charitable works and fun activities for every pupil 
to enjoy. Representatives also lead feedback and consultation processes 
to encourage the input of all pupils.

ChriSTian EThOS
At Miserden we explore weekly themes that address spiritual and moral 
issues, reflecting our Church of England Foundation. Children are 
actively involved in planning and leading various forms of worship where 
everyone reflects on the meaning of faith within their own life. 
Every Friday morning a ‘Golden Book’ Assembly celebrates the pupils’ 
achievements, in and out of school. All family and friends of Miserden 
School are welcome to attend.

COrE SkillS
Literacy and Mathematics underpin our whole curriculum and the 
skills, knowledge and concepts they teach support all other learning 
in Miserden School. We support all our pupils to be able to express 
themselves creatively and communicate well with others.
In Science we develop a child’s natural sense of wonder and curiosity 
about the world, extending their awareness of the place of science in 
their lives and their ability around modern technology. Children have 
access to laptops and a range of devices including controllable vehicles, 
temperature probes and digital cameras.

The Humanities frequently provide us with themes for our learning. 
We make good use of our local environment for research and first-
hand experience as well as encouraging children to explore the history, 
geography and religions of other lands and cultures. Through religious 
education our children are encouraged to reflect on the meanings, 
origins and personal & social impact of the Christian and other faiths.

Our aPPrOaCh
We strive to teach our 
children how to learn so 
they can succeed in adult 
life. To engage their interest 
and give purpose to their 
learning we use themes that 
run through all our lessons. 
For example, a theme might 
have a strong science focus 
and we explore it in reading 
and creative arts as well as 
history, r.E. and science 
itself. We support children 
to learn through experience 
and discovery and to this end 
we encourage involvement 
in ongoing and occasional 
projects such as our school 
garden and trips & visits.

We make the most of every 
opportunity to make learning 
active and based on real 
experience. We build in 
opportunities for pupils to 
work collaboratively within 
and across year groups. 
We provide a tailor-made 
curriculum that focuses 
on the skills needed for 
each child to become an 
independent learner through 
the development of specific 
learning behaviours.

My children love 
coming to school; that 

speaks volumes as a parent. 
The school presents varied 
learning opportunities eg: 

forest school and 
creative curriculum. 

Teaching staff are great 
Thanks all.

Governors 
are a hiGhly 

eFFective Force…. 
they provide 

hiGh levels oF 
challenGe For 

the headteacher 
and other staFF 

and work closely 
alonGside them. 

oFsted, nov. 2014
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COMMuniCaTiOn
We recognise the place of art for art’s sake and encourage children to 
develop technical and artistic skills; we also understand the importance 
of children learning self-expression and human interaction. Our 
curriculum includes ample opportunity to explore and experience drama, 
dance, music and art. Similarly, we cover several team sports as well as 
gymnastics, swimming and athletics, providing opportunities for those 
children showing sporting prowess and enabling everyone to benefit 
from team work, fitness and interaction. Several partnerships throughout 

Gloucestershire allow us to offer specialist trainers in some P.E. lessons. 
Sports Days are held every year and we participate in local and 

county events competing with other schools.

From Key Stage 2 our children learn basic French in 
preparation for the study of a modern foreign language at 
secondary school. We support a project offering placements 
to student teachers from European countries which helps 
broaden our children’s learning and allows them to see 
themselves as global citizens. This sense of the wider world is 
explored through our themed links across subject areas.

OuTdOOr lEarning
Miserden School is an outdoor learning school. We have the advantage 
of a supportive relationship with the Miserden Estate and much learning 
takes place in the fields and woods that surround us. We have our own 
school garden that provides produce directly to our kitchen. Children 
are directly involved in growing, harvesting, preparation and cooking, 
benefiting from the feeling of achievement, from being in the outdoors 
much of the time and from learning about food sources, nutrition and 
life skills. The school’s fabulous rural location lends itself ideally to 
outdoor work that brings the children close to nature and into a dynamic 
understanding of the environment.

SkillS fOr lifE
All learning at Miserden is planned to enable children to develop 
strengths that will support them in life – practically, emotionally and 
spiritually. We explore responsibilities and life skills across all subject 
areas as well as providing specific opportunities such as Circle Time, 
children-led assemblies and school activities. In years 5 and 6 we extend 
our studies in human growth and development to consider broader 
health topics such as personal hygiene, drug-use and sex education in 
the context of human relationships. We work hard to encourage children 
to develop personal confidence alongside respect for others. We operate 
a policy of zero-tolerance of bullying but prefer our effective promotion 
of positive regard for others and communication to ensure we are never 
called to discipline children on bullying.

we have the 
advantaGe oF 
a supportive 

relationship with 
the miserden 

estate and much 
learninG takes 

place in the Fields 
and woods that 

surround us

aCadEMiC 
aChiEvEMEnT 
At Miserden we strive to maintain 
and build upon our high academic 
standards that are above the 
national average in reading, 
Writing and Mathematics. We 
challenge our most able pupils 
to reach the highest standards of 
attainment and an above average 
proportion achieves Level 3 at the 
end of Year 2 and Level 5 at the 
end of Year 6. 

Teachers have the same high 
expectations for children with 
disabilities and those with special 
needs who make progress at least 
in line with all our other pupils. 
Additional high quality support is 
provided where required. 
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EvEry Child iS SPECial
Working with you and your child we cater for the needs of each 
individual. If a child has Special Educational Needs we work with parents, 
other professionals and the local authority to develop and apply an 
Individual Education Plan. We also support Gifted and Talented children 
to extend and develop their particular strengths. Learning begins as soon 
as children are settled into our routine. From Reception to Year 6 staff 
assess each pupil in order to have a clear understanding of strengths and 
areas where additional support is needed. All our children matter and we 
recognise and expect not only academic achievement but also character 
development, excellent behavior and kindness to others. 

rEwardS
Because all children have some strengths we make a great deal of our 

system of rewards.  Our children love to know what they are doing 
well and what is improving so we run a Footsteps Scheme for 

behaviour as well as offering Headteacher Certificates and 
recognition in our Golden Book. Teachers nominate children 

for rewards when they demonstrate consistent positive 
learning behaviour and other accomplishments.

aTTEndanCE
Miserden School consistently achieves the 97% 
target attendance rate set by the local authority. 
We recommend keeping term-time holidays to a 

minimum but do understand the complex 
needs of modern families and are happy 

to discuss arrangements with you 
to determine what is best in 

individual circumstances. if you 
child is ill for an extended 
period or you are facing 
other specific difficulties 
we will do our best to 
arrive at an arrangement 
that makes things as easy 
as possible for you and 
your child.

PErSOnaliSEd 
PrOViSiOn

‘one child said 
that hope and 

thankFulness were 
her two Favourite 
values because she 

knows throuGh 
tryinG, she always 
hopes to do better 

and she is very 
thankFul For all the 
support she receives 

in her learninG.’  
siams inspection 2014 
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addiTiOnal faCiliTiES
We know that parents have busy lives getting children 
to school before you can even start to think about the rest 
of your busy day. At Miserden we have an adjoining car park 
so it’s easy to arrive and drop off your child. 

We have a breakfast club for those who need to arrive early and after 
school activities to creatively occupy your child until they are collected.   

We offer an exciting range of after-school clubs, including sports and 
creative activities; these change each term to give the broadest range 
from which to select and in response to the interests of the children 
expressed when we canvass their views. Clubs are offered at an affordable 
cost to enable all children to benefit from the extended social and 
learning opportunities they provide.

ParEnTS 
AND
CarErS

Parents and carers play an 
important role at Miserden. we 

work closely with you to ensure 
that your child’s time at school 

is safe, enjoyable and successful. 
we welcome parents into school, 

to help with various activities, and 
on trips or external events. we 

encourage your involvement on a 
regular basis or from time to time as 

you are able.

Miserden has 
always been a great 

school and it is going 
from strength to strength. 
kids all enjoy it and I am 

very pleased how any 
problems are sorted out 
and how lucky we are to 

have a very 
approachable school.

ThE SChOOl
DAY

‘the 
behaviour 
oF pupils is 

outstandinG’  
oFsted, nov. 2014

Some parents and carers are active in our Parents, Teachers and Friends 
Association (MSFA) that raises money for additional experiences and 
facilities. The association also helps raise the profile of the school in the 
community and provides for social occasions.

Our Governors are volunteers who manage the school including finances, 
maintenance and well-being of staff and pupils. Parent Governors are 
important contributors to the process of ensuring the school continues 
to operate effectively and to grow. If you are ever interested in getting 
involved in this way please contact the school.

We want parents of children at Miserden to Keep In Touch. You are the 
greatest experts on your child and we want you to feel able to discuss 
any concerns as well as keeping us updated with news. Staff are available 
for a chat at the end and the start of the school day or you can make an 
appointment to come in. We will approach you if we need to discuss 
specifics about your child but will otherwise maintain contact through 
fortnightly newsletters, regular emails, text messages and open events or 
parent consultation meetings.
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Children usually begin school in the September prior to their 5th birthday. 
You can register at any time and offers of places are usually confirmed by 
the start of the summer term prior to entry. We have an Admissions Policy 
to be applied should demand outstrip the number of available places. 
Please contact the school if you would like details.

induCTiOn
All children are individually supported at the start of their school life. 
The new September intake are invited to several sessions in the summer 
term, including an invitation to stay for lunch. The first week of school is 

mornings only and thereafter an individual plan for each child is 
organised through discussion between the class teacher 

and parents.

adMiSSiOn

the school 
promotes 
excellent 

relationships  
oFsted, nov. 2014
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We hope to keep parents informed 
and updated regarding their child 
and the school throughout their 
time with us. We also have several 
policies outlining our practice 
and approach with regard to 
particular aspects of the school. 
We encourage parents not only 
to consult these documents but 
to discuss any concerns or queries 
with staff. Please contact us if you 
want to know more about:

• uniform
• Health & Safety
• Positive Behaviour & Sanctions
• Sex Education

For current key polices please visit: 
www.miserden.gloucs.sch.uk

POliCiES
the  

headteacher 
provides 

outstandinG 
leadership. she has 
a deep commitment 

to ensurinG all 
pupils achieve hiGh 

standards in all 
subjects

oFsted, nov. 2014
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